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In the spirit of the AIA150 theme, “Celebrating the Past, Designing the Future,” I am pleased to announce my candidacy for Secretary of the American Institute of Architects.

I celebrate my past by realizing how fortunate I have been to gain exposure to AIA leadership from key volunteer roles and staff positions.  My service to the AIA has been the most fulfilling experience of my career - both professionally and personally – and I am grateful to have had these opportunities.

In designing my future, I reflected on the quotation from noted African-American speaker Les Brown, “We must take charge of our own destinies, design a life of substance, and truly begin to live our dreams.”  In the last several months, I have explored the many positive ways that my career, both as an architect and as a seasoned executive, could move forward in service to the profession I love.  During this time, dozens of my colleagues have urged me to seek election to AIA office, noting that my expertise could be of considerable benefit during these trying times.

As I move forward in this pursuit, I realize how cognizant we ALL must be of the difficult place we are in currently and how we might cultivate a prosperous and fully integrated profession as the marketplace re-develops.  If (as is tempting at the present time) we focus too much on today and do not place a preponderance of our attention on where society, technology, and this profession will be in 5, 10, and more years into the future, we will have done a drastic disservice to the public good, which is our duty and is what makes this enterprise a profession much more than an art, a craft, or a science.  We have an unquestionable commitment to protect the health and well-being of our clients, yes, but we have a similar responsibility to the public at large.  In my experience, we hold an even greater call to imprint that sense of professionalism on those who will inherit our mission and goals from us: our emerging professionals.
Having served the profession and the organization from many posts, I have been consistently reminded that we are a treasury of individuals, bound together by our discipline and our passion for this beloved profession.  The vitality of our members, as distinct practitioners, is critical to the survival of the profession and should be of utmost importance to us as a professional society.  I thus intend to “Remember the Member” during my candidacy and throughout my tenure of volunteer leadership.  Please write me at helene@runhelenerun.org to contribute your insights and to learn more about my vision for the members of the AIA - as the conceptual design of our collective future progresses.  
I am Helene Combs Dreiling, FAIA, and it is ever my honor to support the members and components of the American Institute of Architects.  
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